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Do you trust God uncon-

ditionally? 
 

This question hit home 

for Job in the Old Testament. 

He suffered the loss of his 7 

sons, 3 daughters, livestock 

and wealth to pillaging murder-

ers and a horrific storm in a sin-

gle day. 
 

 This dreadful loss so 

grieved his wife that she chal-

lenged Job’s faith. “Are you still 

trying to be godly when God 

has done all this to you?  Curse 

Him and die.” 
 

 Job responded to his bro-

kenhearted wife with a state-

ment of abiding confidence. 

“What? Shall we receive only 

pleasant things from the hand 

of God and never anything un-

pleasant?” (Job 2:9-10). 
 

 Job knew that the Lord 

was inherently good and was 

involved in this world to save 

him from the ultimate heartache 

of sin and its destructive result 

of death. 
 

He expressed his undy-

ing faith in God’s salvation. “I 

know that my Redeemer lives, 

and at the last He will stand 

upon the earth. And after my 

skin has been thus destroyed, 

yet in my flesh I shall see God, 

whom I shall see for myself, 

and my eyes shall behold, 

and not another. My heart 

faints within me!” (Job 19:25-

27) 
 

For Job and for us, un-

conditional trust in God de-

pends upon our view of 

Christ’s victory over sin, 

death and the devil. The res-

urrection of Jesus Christ 

shows us the reality and em-

powerment of that victory. 

The sting of sin has been re-

moved. 

 Now 2 Corinthians 4:16-

18 shows what meaning His 

plan of salvation holds for us 

through the challenges of life. 

“Therefore we do not lose 

heart. Though outwardly we 

are wasting away, yet in-

wardly we are being renewed 

day by day. For our light and 

momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal 

glory that far outweighs them 

all. So we fix our eyes not on 

what is seen, but on what is 

unseen. For what is seen is 

temporary, but what is unseen 

is eternal.”  
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The Desert Voice 
is published monthly 

(except July/Aug  

which are combined)  

Trinity Lutheran Church 

81500 Miles Avenue 

New Mail Address: 

P.O. Box 1586 

Indio, CA  92202 

 

760-347-3971 

ALL correspondence for 

church &  The Desert 

Voice: 

Trinity81500@verizon.net 
 

Desert Voice on the Web! 

WEBSITE ADDRESS: 

Www.Trinityindio.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Deadline for copy:  

All articles are to be in the 

church office by the 15th of 

the month. Editor reserves 

the right to edit for content 

and space. The Sept Desert 

Voice will be assembled on 

Friday, Aug.28.  

PLEASE COME TO 

HELP! 

Editor: Bobbi Smith 

Bobbi322@verizon.net 

760 485-7770 

Pastor: Robert E Smith 

Revs455@verizon.net 

760 485-5171 

For Health 
Shirley & Andy Schlange, 

Frank 

(Sharlene Kay’s Husband) 

Larry & Gaylene Burkett 

Terri Cuesta, 

Wanda Lahn, 

Melissa Parsons, 

Elvia Ocampo, 

Luretta Eide, 

Raul Giles’ Brother 

Cancer Treatments 
Michelle Ungaro 

(sister of Renee Young), 

Andy 
(friend of Rocky & Renee 

Young), 

Israel Ruiz 

(son of Pastor & Eunice Ruiz), 

Hospice 
Kate Memmen 

Tuesdays @ 7pm  Bible Study on Zoom(TBA) 

Thursdays @ 7pm Bible Study on Zoom 

(Week by week) 

Fridays @ 10am  DOA (Daughters Of the Almighty) 

Women’s Bible Study  

2nd Saturday of the month @ 8am  Men’s Bible Breakfast 

Fellowship Center (Sept.—May) 

 

We invite you to join us each week for Bible studies that are 

offered via Zoom, Tuesdays and Thursdays 

A link is sent to your email with the clickable link and pass 

code which enables you to enter the Zoom class 

Please contact Pastor Smith if you are interested 

in joining an online Bible study. 
 

Pastor Smith @ 760 485-5171 or Email: Revs455@verizon.net 

TLC Bible Study Schedule 
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Lutheran Women’s  

Missionary League 

Hello ladies of Trinity!! 

 
We had a good turnout for our last LWML lunch-

eon of the 2025-2026 season. We had our own 

Yoli Hempe speaking on her path to becoming a 

deaconess and got to say hi to her husband 

Kevin who went from being a member of Trinity 

to the seminary in Fort Wayne, IN and is now a 

pastor in Pacifica, CA. She will be able to assist 

him in so many ways. She still has a year to go 

for her credentials. 

 

We have had a changing of the guard on our 

board. Karen Miller who served for several 

years has stepped down as president and Phyllis 

Hafliger is replacing her. Phyllis has stepped 

down as secretary and Heidi Pinto-Griffin has 

agreed to take that post while she is in the de-

sert. Someone else will fill in for the two months 

or so that she will be gone 

 

September 10, 2026 at 10:30am will be our first 

luncheon of the new season and we will kick it off 

with Sandy Culley giving a presentation of the 

Lord's Prayer. Really looking forward to seeing 

some new faces at our meetings!! We continue to 

be involved with several organizations in the de-

sert one being Birth Choice of the Desert and 

will be planning some projects during the year. I 

believe you will get a lot out of being involved 

with LWM and would really encourage you to 

join us if you haven't already. 

 

Have a great summer and we will see you in the 

fall. Don't forget your Mite Boxes. 

 

 

In Christ, 

Kris Chamberlain, 

LWML VP 

 

LWML Pacific Southwest District 

41st Biennial Convention 

June 5-7, 2026 

Warner Center Marriot 

Woodland Hills, CA 
 

Two of Trinity’s ladies will gather with fellow 

LWMLers in the beautiful San Fernando Valley 

where they will explore the theme, “Whatever!” 

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honor-
able, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 

lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excel-
lence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 

these things.  Philippians 4:8 

With the help of Bible study leaders Deb Burma 

and Cindy Steinbeck, we will focus on whatever 

is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commend-

able, excellent, and worthy of praise.  

Expanding on our theme will be a pre-convention 

session by Kari Vo, who will also provide another 

special session on Saturday at lunch.  

On Friday afternoon, there is an opportunity to 

hear from a wide variety of speakers, participate 

in servant events, and visit our exhibitors. 

Friday evening, we officially begin convention 

with the Opening Worship Service at Canoga 

Park Lutheran Church, about two miles from the 

hotel. The congregation has invited everyone to a 

reception following the service.  

Saturday’s activities will include a mission walk to 

raise funds for mission grants, a Men’s Bible 

study, time in God’s Word, learning about mis-

sion projects, great food, awesome fellowship, 

fun, and entertainment, which includes the music 

of Kedma Wenz, and an 80’s-themed Name that 

Tune  

Please for the ladies and the mission work done 

by the wonderful PSD LWML! 
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June Birthdays  

If your birthday or anniversary is missing, please 

Contact the church office: 760 347-3971 

Or Trinity81500@verizon.net 

June 7  

Donna Ellerbusch & Ramona Haugen 

Wanda Lahn 

June 14 & 21 

Bob & Irene Wirtenberger 

June 28 

Donna Ellerbusch & Ramona Haugen 

Wanda Lahn 

TLC Ushers Schedule 

June 2026 

June 7 & 21 

Russ Campbell & Jerry Ellerbusch  

June 14 

Bob Wirtenberger & Jim Ducatte 

June 28 

Bob Wirtenberger & Paul League 

 

Altar Guild 

June 2026 

June 7 

Renee Young & Ramona Haugen 

Annie Giles & Maggie Negron 
 

June 14 

Beverly Ducatte & Alice Musashi 

Irene Wirtenberger 

 

June 21 

Sharlene Kay & Cynthia Berke 

Beverly Ducatte 
 

June 28 

Ali Young & Renee Young 

Beverly Ducatte 
 

 

June Anniversaries 

6 Tim Wingerter 

7 *Kevin Anderson 

8 Jim Scheuer 

9 Elvia Ocampo 

12 Francisco Ruiz 

16 Jeannie Cristiano 

17  Susan Bottom 

19  Phyllis Hafliger 

20  Rebecca Bishop 

26  Sharlene Kay 

27  Heidi Griffin 

28 Bryan Carlson 

 * Winter Visitor 

12 Roy & Sandy Culley 

15  Bill & Beate Marsaglia 

21 *Richard & Colleen Gulbranson 

 * Winter Visitors 

Greeters 

June 2026 

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net 
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If your birthday or anniversary is missing, please 

Contact the church office: 760 347-3971 

Or Trinity81500@verizon.net 
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July 5 

Donna Ellerbusch & Ramona Haugen 

Wanda Lahn 

July 12 & 26 

Bob & Irene Wirtenberger 

July 19 

Donna Ellerbusch & Ramona Haugen 

Wanda Lahn 

TLC Ushers Schedule 

July 2026 

July 5 & 19 

Russ Campbell & Jerry Ellerbusch 

July 12 

Bob Wirtenberger & Jim Ducatte 

July 26 

Bob Wirtenberger & Paul  League 

Altar Guild 

July 2026 

July 5 

Renee Young & Ramona Haugen 

Annie Giles & Maggie Negron 
 

July 12 

Beverly Ducatte & Alice Musashi 

Irene Wirtenberger 

 

July 19 

Sharlene Kay & Cynthia Berke 

Beverly Ducatte 
 

July 26 

Ali Young & Renee Young 

Beverly Ducatte 

July Anniversaries 

The Desert Voice Summer 2026 

3 Kate Memmen 

7 Carol Castro 

14 Stephen Nygren 

15 Orene Blanton 

16 Paul Miller 

18 Raul Giles 

19 Sandy Culley 

24 Daisy Lee Williamson 

29 JJ White 

 * Winter Visitor 

4 Dan & Beverly Anderson 

21 Joey & Elizabeth White 

29 Scott & Connie Marmont 

 * Winter Visitors 

Greeters 

July 2026 



August Birthdays  

If your birthday or anniversary is missing, please 

Contact the church office: 760 347-3971 

Or Trinity81500@verizon.net 
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August 2 & 16 

Donna Ellerbusch & Ramona Haugen 

Wanda Lahn 

 

August 9 & 23 & 30 

Bob & Irene Wirtenberger 

 

TLC Ushers Schedule 

August 2026 

August 2 & 16 

Russ Campbell & Jerry Ellerbusch 

August 9 

Bob Wirtenberger & Jim Ducatte 

August 23 

Bob Wirtenberger & Paul League 

August 30 

Jim Ducatte & Paul League 

Altar Guild 

August 2026 

August 2 

Renee Young & Ramona Haugen 

Annie Giles & Maggie Negron 
 

August 9 

Beverly Ducatte & Alice Musashi 

Irene Wirtenberger 

 

August 16 

Sharlene Kay & Cynthia Berke 

Beverly Ducatte 
 

August 23 

Ali Young & Renee Young 

Beverly Ducatte 
 

August 30 

Renee Young 

Beverly Ducatte 

August Anniversaries 

2 Beate Marsaglia 

5 JoAnne Ibsen 

6 Ali Young 

11 *Char Christians 

12 Carolyn Sundberg 

18 Monique Bishop 

24 Tom Sundberg 

27  Kathie Denstitt 

29 Jeri Burgess 

 * Winter Visitor 

8 Jerry & Donna Ellerbusch 

9 Andy & Shirley Schlange 

 * Winter Visitors 

Greeters 

August 2026 

Www.TrinitIndio.org * Trinity81500@verizon.net 
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Library Notes 

Our country is 250 years old this year. As 

part of your celebration, you are invited to 

check out the books we have on the events of 

1776 and the development of America. 
 

The American Miracle, Divine Providence 

and the Rise of the Republic by Michael Med-

ved.  
 

George Washington’s Secret Six. The Spy 

Ring That Saved the American Revolution by 

Brian Kilmead. 
 

The Printer and the Preacher. Ben Franklin 

and George Whitefield and the Surprising 

Friendship That Invented America. 
 

The books will be displayed on the top of the 

book shelves. 

Phyllis Hafliger 

Mid-Year Report 

It’s time for our TLC Mid-Year Report. Plan to 

stay after church on Sunday, July 26 for a 

short voter’s meeting. This is a good time to 

hear what has been going on and what is yet 

to be here at Trinity. We value every mem-

ber and this is a good way to connect mid 

year. 

Church Council 

Sunday, 

August 30 

11:30am 

The Desert Voice Summer 2026 

Life in Abundance 

...I came that they may have life and have it in 

abundance. John 10:10b.  Jesus is speaking. 

What do you suppose He means bty having 

life in abundance? 

I looked up the definition of abundance and 

as you might imagine the main emphasis 

was on financial wealth and having lots of 

stuff. Somehow, I don’t think Jesus means fi-

nancial wealth. He is a poor itinerant 

preacher and the people he is talking to (us) 

are of modest means. He is not telling us 

wealth is important. He is talking about 

something else. 

I looked for deeper definition and found a 

religious definition: An abundant life con-

sists of God’s generosity and provisions 

(which might include wealth), blessings, 

love, mercy, compassion and emotional 

wellbeing as we face the stresses of the 

world. And then He gives eternal life 

through Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 

We are not worthy of any of this. God cre-

ated us, called us and set us apart as his chil-

dren...the Spirit himself bears witness with 

our spirit that we are children of God and if 

children then heirs-heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ...Romans 8:16-17. 

Phyllis Hafliger 

 







Church Jubilee 

Picnic 

Sunday, Aug. 30 

Following worship 

Bring a side dish 

&/or 

dessert 

Resumes, Sunday, 

Sept. 14 @ 11:30am 



Robert E. Smith, Pastor 

Cell Phone: 760-485-5171 

Church Office Phone: 760-347-3971 

Mail: P.O. Box 1586 

Indio, CA 92202 

Trinity Lutheran Church  

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

Pacific Southwest District 

Stamp 

Sunday Schedule 
 

Adult Bible Class - 8:30am  

Divine Worship - 10:00am 

Sunday School - 11:30am 

June-July-August- No Sunday School 

Sunday Summer Schedule 

Summer is quickly approaching and our 

Sunday schedule will be suspended for the 

summer months.  Throughout the summer 

we will have opportunity for various family 

events. Texts and emails will be sent to an-

nounce these events and all TLC members 

and families will be invited and encouraged 

to participate. Thank you for your continued 

prayers and support! 


