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Entrance Hymn “Prepare the Royal Highway” #343

1 Prepare the royal highway;
The King of kings is near!
Let ev’ry hill and valley
A level road appear!
Then greet the King of Glory
Foretold in sacred story: Refrain

ref Hosanna to the Lord,
For He fulfills God’s Word!

2 God’s people, see Him coming:
Your own eternal king!

Palm branches strew before Him!
Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God’s promise will not fail you!

No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain

L Our journey to Christmas begins many years ago in a foreign land. Israel and Judah
were destroyed, their leaders and strong citizens carried off to Babylon. In exile, amidst
a pagan people, they were taunted and they mourned the loss of their home. They sang:
“By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and we wept when we remembered Zion.

C On the willow there we hung up our lyres, for there our captors required of us

songs,

And our tormentors, mirth, saying, ‘Sing us one of those songs of Zion!’

How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a foreign land?

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand wither! Let my tongue cleave to the roof

of my mouth, if I do not remember you,

C IfIdo not set Jerusalem above my highest joy.”

L At the darkest hour, when all roads seemed closed and barriers blocked all means of
escape, the voice of Yahweh their God, our God, beckoned them to hope.
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The Voice of the Prophets
1* Reading Jeremiah 33:14-16
2" & 3" Readings Isaiah 62:10-12, Isaiah 61:1

L “Wait!” said the prophet!

C “Expect!” was his message.

L “Hope!” said the prophet!

C And the Word of the Lord came to comfort

A Song to the Exiles “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” #347
Sermon “Words of Encouragement For Weary Exiles 1 Peter 2:9-10
Offering

Prayer for the Exiles

We, too, are exiles, a long way from home.
Speak to us a word of hope, God of the exiles,

Cac

that brings Your people home, and that not even death can diminish.
Speak to us of love on this long, long road.

e

Speak to us of deliverance as we wait for the coming of Your Son. Speak to us of a love

Speak to those bound fast in darkness; captives of sin and hostages to evil. Give comfort

to the grieving; to those chemically dependent grant release; to hostages of political

tyranny grant release, the poor, the oppressed and the suffering, set free!

(moment of silence)
To all in bondage,
speak the word of freedom, Lord. Set the captive free!

alcln

And set us on this Advent road with hopeful steps, that our minds may be stayed on a

promise, our ears attentive to Your words of direction, and our eyes fixed on a manger

and cross.
C Grant hope to Your people on our journey to Christmas!

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever

and ever. Amen.



Benediction
L The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gra-
cious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you I+ peace. All you cho-
sen people of God, go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Amen

Closing Hymn “Oh, Come, Oh, Come, Emmanuel” #357v.1,3,5,7



